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Austria should be forcibly expelled from.the German body
politic. At Paris and at Biarritz, he learned to gauge the
weakness and ambition of Napoleon III which could be
turned to Germany's advantage. So he annexed Schleswig-
Holstein, expelled Austria by the Prussian victory at Sa-
dowa, and established the North German Federation under
Prussian leadership. In 1870-1871, by Sedan and Versailles,
he at last transformed Germany into a strong unified Em-
pire. The situation between France and Germany was now
reversed: it was no longer Germany, but France, which
was weak and in danger from an attack from across the
Rhine.
Bismarck's unification of Germany was hailed at the
time as a desirable, even glorious, accomplishment of the
spirit of nationalism. But it was accompanied by the an-
nexation of Alsace-Lorraine. The French have always re-
garded this as a crime—"the brutal dismemberment of a
nation," "the tearing of children from their mother," His-
tory shows that it was worse than a crime, it was a blunder.
In Bismarck's defense it has been said that he was only
"liberating" territory which had been wrested from Ger-
many by Louis XIV at a time when Germany was1 weak
and divided against herself. Victors had always seized terri-
tory from the vanquished if they could, and if it suited their
purposes. Moltke and the Prussian military authorities in-
sisted that the provinces between the Vosges and the Rhine
must be in German hands to prevent a possible attack by a
revengeful France upon.the South German States, which
were none too enthusiastically or securely incorporated into
the new German Empire. Bismarck, it is argued, could not
come back to Berlin and face a Reichstag and the popular
German demand for French territory without laying him-
self open to the charge of .having been weakly generous to
the successors of Louis XIV and Napoleon. Moreover, the

